Clinical, neurophysiologic, and neuropathological features of an infant with brain damage of total asphyxia type (Myers).
An infant who demonstrated clinical features compatible with total asphyxia is reported. Immediately after birth, the patient manifested severe hypotonia and total absence of cranial nerve functions. Magnetic resonance imaging revealed abnormal intensity of the thalamus and putamen, and atrophy of the brainstem. Late components of brainstem auditory evoked potential were absent, but electroencephalography was normal. Postmortem autopsy revealed destructive lesions of the brainstem tegmentum, thalamus, basal ganglia, and spinal cord, but preserved cerebral cortex; findings consistent with those of total asphyxia as reported by Myers, and attributable to prenatal insult.